Jesus Is Coming – Are YOU Really Ready for Him?
I. He sends His messengers to get us ready.
II. He will come – He’s promised!
III. Now is the time to get ready – and it will hurt!
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Prayer: “O Lord, how shall I meet You, How welcome You aright? Your people long to greet
You, My Hope, my heart’s Delight. O Jesus, let Your Word be, A lamp to light my way, To
show me how to please You, To guide me ev’ry day.” Amen. (Hymn #19, v. 1)
The Service of the Word
(The Hymnal, page 38.)

For our prayer after the offering we will use the Advent responsive prayer on page 123 in
the front of the hymnal.
__________________________________________________________________________
This Week at St. John’s
9:30 a.m.
Circuit Pastor’s Meeting
8:15 a.m.
Adult Information Class
4:30 p.m.
Public School Confirmation Class
7:00 p.m.
Worship
6:30 p.m.
Choir Practice
8:00 & 10:30 a.m.
Worship (Holy Communion)
9:15 a.m.
Bible Class
9:15 a.m.
Christmas Practice
+ + +

Monday
Wednesday

Thursday
Sunday

The Hymns: 275/300 – 16 – 4, v. 5 – 702– 15.
Organist: Donna Schmitz.
Early Service Worship Note (and Wednesday evening): After the opening hymn we will
follow the “Advent 2: Peace” gathering rite (printed on an insert sheet) and have the
lighting of the Advent wreath. After that we will follow the regular liturgy, starting on page
39 in the front of the hymnal.
Late Service Worship Notes: We will sing hymn #300 for our opening hymn and then
follow the Order of Holy Baptism on page 12 in the front of the hymnal. Mary Ann
Edwards, daughter of Matt and Krystal Edwards, will be reborn a child of God through
Holy Baptism. After the Baptism liturgy we will continue with our regular liturgy on page
39 in the front of the hymnal.
The Old Testament Reading: Malachi 3:1-4 (sermon text).
Psalm 24, page 73.
The Epistle Reading: I Corinthians 4:1-5 – Our readings focus on God sending John the
Baptist to prepare people to welcome Jesus. So God promised in the Old Testament
reading and we see fulfilled in the gospel. This reading reminds us that God still sends
His messengers to prepare people to welcome Jesus. Note well that they are God’s
messengers proclaiming the message God gave them – and God will be their judge.
The Gospel Reading: Luke 3:1-6 – These names and dates (A.D. 27) remind us that our
faith and forgiveness are based on historical facts. As we wait for our Lord to come once
more John’s call still rings out. Recognize your sins, confess them, turn from them,
receive by faith God’s full, free forgiveness.
The Sermon: Malachi 3:1-4 –

Last Week: 156 (107+49) gathered around God’s Word to grow in their faith and praise
their Savior. 71 came to our Advent by Candlelight service. 120 (102+18) came to the
special Advent Services. 18 came to Sunday School and 42 came to Bible Class.
Offerings received:
Needed:
Received:

Last Week
$7,941
$6,001

Budget year to date
$182,643
$169,216

This includes $420 for tuition. We also received $39 for Madison Chaplains and in
memory of Leonard Schmidt $200 for the new sound system.
In Heaven: Funeral services for Janice Rabehl were held here at church last Wednesday
morning. May God comfort her family with His promise of eternal life in heaven through
faith in Jesus.
Please be sure to pick up a Christian Worship – Supplement on your way into church.
Hymn #702 is in the Supplement.
Please note that on Sunday, December 23, we will have only one service at 9:00 a.m. On
that day we are planning to have some caroling for 10-12 minutes before the service. If
you would like to suggest some hymns (only doing a couple of verses vs. full hymn) there
is a ballot box and slips of paper in the fellowship hall on the table in front of the
mailboxes. Please limit yourself to 2 suggestions.
Thank you to all who helped with our “Kids’ Christmas Festival – Breakfast with Jesus”
yesterday morning.

Choirchimes will play on December 23 in the 9:00 a.m. service and in
the Christmas Eve Candlelight service at 10:00 p.m. We will
practice on Wednesday, December 19, at 6:00 p.m.
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Scrip: We encourage you to order your Christmas gift cards early
(due to high volumes of sales at the scrip center). Please make
use of the gift cards – the Scrip funds help purchase items for
school.
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Christmas Concerts:
The WELS Wind Ensemble Christmas
Concert will be today at 3:00 p.m. in the Fall River School
Auditorium. Luther Preparatory School will have its concerts on
Sunday, December 16, at 3:00 p.m. and Thursday, December 20 at
10:00 a.m. Winnebago Lutheran Academy will have its concerts
on Thursday, December 20, at 7:00 p.m. and Friday, December 21
at 1:00 p.m. Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary will have their
Christmas concert on Sunday, December 9, at 3:00 & 7:00 p.m.
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2019 God’s Creation Calendars are available for $7. There is an
envelope in the fellowship hall. The money will go to the Lutheran
Women’s Missionary Society Kids C.A.R.E. project.
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Christmas Bag Donations: If you would like to bring candy or a
healthy snack to help fill the Christmas bags, please bring it to the
school office. Thank you!
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Greeters are needed for almost all of the services in December and
January. Please write your name where YOU can help on the signup sheet in the fellowship hall.
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